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Dear Josh: 

Thank you very much for reading my manuscript, and for your sympathetic 
comment s . I saw Calvin's article in the American Scientist; not only is 
it nalong this route", it & my cent1~1 idea, so my original hopes of 
winning renown with the idea are dashed. I bve been working on it since 
Decanber1953, and until I found who Calvin was, I suspected he had un- 
consciously or indirectly absorbed the idea from z ?mxmt~&# I sent to 
Horowitz in January, 1954. gA 

The manusc Jr"' 
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pt,(polished and revised) was sent to Dunn in June and 
returned yebterday with a lot of very annoying, trivial criticisms tht 
never went near the important parts of the article. I have tied to 
clarify the points the reviewer misinterpreted, and to explai fl5% f-f@* 
spontaneous synthesis and self-replication of nucleoprotein genes in 
an inorganic world is still a problem of sufficient magnitude 
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I agree that it is tim to do experiments on this. Experiments to 
date have been seeking quick results--m mainly in synthesis of the 
ifitial building blocks. dhat we need to do ix now is see what will 
happen to the building blocks,nlrrn given a chance to interact in a 
large variety of favorable circumstances, This is obviously going to 
take ,more time and trouble, and I arrj not in a position to utiertake 
such a lm project by myself. But I felt if I published the idea 
together with suggestions for experirrental testing, soxuone might be 
interested intrying it. Also, I think the idea has important implica- 
tions for genetic theory, quite apart from the origin of life. For this 
reasoli, I felt my mathematical computations (which took a terrible lot 
of time) constituted sufficient "expertintal justifi.cationtt. 

I was pleased to nlset Morton in Stars last month. Nomatter what he 
does hemeafter, his llame has, I think, been pemnently established in 
the field of human genetics by his brilliant papers on l&nkage. 

Thanks for th extract from tb Amherst article. If you hear of any- 
budy willing to undertake experiments on Veflexive catalysis", please 
let IX! know. Give my regards to Ester. 

Best w&shes, 


